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Expressing motions by onomatopoeias: Are they effective in communication and/or in retrieval?
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The present study experimentally examined whether onomatopoeias are effective in communication (Experiment 1) and/or in retrieval
(Experiment 2) some movies. In the preliminary study, the participants were asked to express 10 movies with/without onomatopoeias. In
Experiment 1, another participants were presented with the movies one by one followed by onomatopoeias or description without
onomatopoeias and were asked to indicate whether the expression matched the movie or not. Then they were required to rate their
confidence of their judgments on 5-point scale. In Experiment 2, the same participants as the preliminary study engaged in the same task
as that in Experiment 1. The results showed that onomatopoeias can be effective not in communication with others but in retrieval.
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