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Linking Children across the World by Telerobotics:
Investigating the Effect of Facilitating Communication
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The use of a child-operated telepresence robot system for the purpose of facilitating communication between
distant classrooms was studied. First, the system was developed with emphasis on the operation interface. Second,
an experiment was conducted to clarify the effectiveness of introducing the system into remote communication
between a foreign language teacher and students. In particular, it was revealed that young children who had not
been able to well communicate with speakers of different languages on conventional video-conference services could
establish and keep communication using the telepresence robot system developed through the project. Finally, an
international field trial of connecting remote classrooms between Australia and Japan was conducted.
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