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A Survey of Onomatopoeia in Japanese Comics Created for Chinese Speakers
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The goal of this research is to reduce language barriers in order to make the cultural value of comics more

understandable to people in other countries.

To achieve it, we focused on the translation of onomatopoeia in

comics. Onomatopoeia plays an important role in conveying the details of a scene and of a character’s emotions

to a reader.

In translated versions of Japanese comics, however, onomatopoetic words remain, in most cases,

untranslated from Japanese. To grasp their influence, this paper investigates how Chinese speakers understand

Japanese onomatopoeia in comics.
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