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Did the trickster and the Jinn meet? Bioinformatic analysis of Comorian folktales
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The Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

We collected Comorian folktales from the Western Indian Ocean and aligned the motif sequences of these tales using a
bioinformatics tool for amino acid sequence analysis and got a phylogenetic tree which shows metaphorically evolutionary
relationships among the stories. The aim of this paper is to analyze a minute branching process between the trickster stories
and supernatural-being stories by relating the branching process to "logical constraints that reflect laws governing the
narrated universe" and "conventions of a particular and characteristic universe of a culture and an epoch" in combinations of

motifs following the analytic model of Claude Brémond.
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